
 

Ferryham (River Wear) 

 

Dear Members 

Many Members will have by now heard by various means that the Club has terminated the lease on 

the Ferryham stretch of the River Wear (Croxdale Bridge to where the River Browney enters the 

River Wear.) For several years, the Club has been paying the lease rent, however as the Club’s most 

expensive layout it had become apparent that in order to continue with the lease a reduction in 

lease rent was needed. Over the years I have negotiated with the riparian landowner and have had 

some success in maintaining the lease amount. Unfortunately, with numbers declining in 

membership the Committee agreed to continue paying was not in the best interest of the Club. 

I am aware that this has come as a disappointment to Members, myself included as I have enjoyed 

fishing this stretch of the River Wear for Grayling, Brown Trout and Seatrout. The reason notice has 

been given later rather than sooner was that I offered the riparian landowner the opportunity to 

come back with a viable and acceptable solution and was prepared to wait until a date of no return, 

but alas nothing has come from this. All signage on this stretch of the River Wear has been removed 

and as of the end of April no Members from FDAC can fish this area.  

These are changing times not only for our Club but for Clubs up and down the country. Many Clubs 

are facing the same issues that our Club is dealing with and trying to meet the expectations of 

Members as well as securing the future of our Club is no mean feat and I would welcome input from 

all Members and support shown at the Meetings held every second Thursday on alternative months.  

 

Regards 

 

Owen Watret (Secretary FDAC) 


